Seeds Transfer Zones

Unlike animals, plants are non-mobile forhey incorporate genetic information to bett
the most part. The seeds of most species detineate the zones. One thing the old and
dispersed relatively close to the parent plamew tree seed zone models have in commo
Where the seed germinates is where thedévation. They both recommend that seedlir
plant’s entire life cycle is spent. Pollinatiomot be planted 500’ higher or lower from whe
is the only way that its genetic material caits seed was collected.
move any distance at all, and that is usually
only a few feet to a few miles. As a resulfll of this research has proven to be quite va
plants within a certain geographic regioable in reforestation, but that still leaves thg
may acquire unique genetic traits that asands of species without conclusive seed tran
better suited to the environmental conditiormne maps. Without suitable definitive guid
of that region. Inversely, if seeds are movdidies for these species, many uEeoregion
and planted in a far removed and differeiMaps. They are maps that identify areas w
area, they might be ill-suited to their newroadly similar environmental conditions ar
environment. biotic composition. Ecoregions tend to be larg
than tree seed transfer zones.
This has long been known. A forester might
collect seeds, have them grown out to seedlnother
lings and then plant them far to the north afpproach
the seed collection site. They might find thér han-
the occurrence of frost damage increadéng seed
significantly. These situations led the fortransfer in
estry community to creatélree Seed specieq
Transfer Zones The first tree seed transfewithout
zone maps focused on only predominanell de-
timber species, such as Douglas Fir féri n e d
Western Washington. They used climatitransfe
vegetative and topographic information tmones i! -
determine tree seed transfer zones. Mdre limit Ecoregion Map
recently new maps have been published tisated transfer to a watershed. The more restrig

are specific to most of the forestry species.a transfer zone is, the more difficult it will be

finding suitable planting stock. Most projeciu——

which identify very specific seed zones allo
time and money for collecting appropriate see
and growing the seedlings. Many of our regio
native plant nurseries (including the PMC) ide
tify the origin of their seed. It is often possible
find suitable plant material using larger transt
zones such as Ecoregions. And the earlier
orders, the more likely it is to find the right plan
for the right place. Links to Tree Seed Trans
Zone Maps can be found on our web s
www.wacdpmec.org.

Modied Seed Zones

Seed Transfer Zone Map for Douglas Fir
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The Power of Partnership

An exciting milestone was reached last April"2%s the one unnamed tributary being “re-meandered” and the planting of

millionth tree was planted in a CREP project in Whatcorthousands of native trees and shrubs by volunteers and WCC
County on a property known as Catalyst, owned by thews. The early plantings were densely installed within 15

Whatcom Land Trust. CREP (Conservation Reserve Efeet of the creeks and outside the future CREP area and are
hancement Program) is a great cost sharing voluntary priew several fegt
gram administered by the USDA Farm Service Agency itall and growing
partnership with states. It is designed to remove environmenell. This pas
tally sensitive land from production by providing financialwinter, The CREH
incentives in project installation, maintenance and monitocontractor plante
ing, and 10-15 year rental payments. In WashingtorCtdme 24,844 native treg
servation Districts help private landowners withiadiment in and shrubs in

the program, project design, and follow-up monitgri Resto- buffer along thg

W T

ration of for- creeks averaging

ested ripariar 143 feet wide

buffers is the That's about a 9.%-

most  com- foot spacing o

mon practice 11,446 conifers, Trees in blue tubes, mulch and erosion control logs

in the pro- 8,778 hardwoods along a re-meandered creek

gram. The and 4,620 shrubs. Willows were installed as cuttings. All
dedicated plants are protected from rodents by blue tree tubes, which
staff of the also makes maintenance mowing and spraying easier. Several
Whatcom conifers near the creeks have wire cages for beaver protec-
CD has been tion. Many native herbaceous wetland plants have come back
. George Boggs, Exec. Director of the Whatcom CDryLar

'mplement DeHaan, Farm Service Agency, Craig Lee, Exec. Dihe —— RTINS on their own since the

ing the pro- whatcom Land Trust and Rachel Vasak, Exec. DilQEA earthwork done to re-

gram for 13
years, helping willing landowners plant 2,312 acres in 3
projects along salmon streams, ditches and wetlands to j&
store healthy ecosystems, employing a cadre of knowledf
able and hardworking contractors to get the job done.

] meander the streams,
although grass is still
{the common matrix.
M The grass will be
Imowed and sprayed
‘| around the young plants

But the 55.4-acre CREP planting at the Catalyst site i on for the next five years,

. . . 7 Volunteersspreading ulch . .
part of a creative multi-partner approach to habitat restora- by which time the na-

tion. The whole site is a 138-acre Whatcom Land Trust profive trees and shrubs will dominate. Whatcom CD staff will
erty, a former poplar farm purchased by WLT in 20100€ monitoring the success. Chum salmon have already ap-

Twenty five of peared, providing motivation for ongoing restoration.
those acres are and

will remain in ag- We are blessed to live
ricultural produc- an area with such
tion. Habitat resto- Strong commitment g
ration of the re- conservation that agefes
maining acreage cies at state and fedeft =
will benefit Spring levels, non-profit ‘
Chinook, Bull ganizations, restoratiorfs s
Trout, Eagles, Elk oriented contractorg
_ _ and many associ- hundreds of voluntee
Native trees in tubes along a restored stream ated Species and various fundind ' ' : .
through connectivity to the South Fork of the Nooksackources pull together to N'ﬂg\?vzrr‘i(nzniﬁ;V;'i??]‘z:,rvyhzan‘:g"y
River. Work began in partnership with Nooksack Salmofmake projects like this

Enhancement Association with Landing Strip Creek and di@ppen.




Native Plants That Merit Attention — Culturally Significant Plants

Before supermarkets, native plants and animals were the grocehamivdare stores that sustained communities. The Pacific
Northwest is blessed with an abundance of edible and ydefilspecies. Conifers have some edible uses but mainly erovid
materials for building, tool-making, boat-building andk&sveaving. Many herbaceous plants and seaweeds serve as vegeta-
bles in a well-balanced diet, and also starches, such as camasrithisoots of cattails. Nettles are not only excelleni-nut

tion, but also can be made into cordage for nets. Most adecfsilonany of us today are the berries. Salal berries anddiuckl
berries have long been collected in large quantities and stonatibyus methods. More fruits for people and wildlife uraig
(please be certain of ID!):

Serviceberry, Saskatoor{fAmelanchier alnifolia)

Serviceberry grows as a small deciduous tree arbsand typically ranges from 6 to 15 feet tall,hndt simi-
lar spread. It is common in dry woods or open awei#ts well-drained soil, and the snowy white flowaran
cover the shrub in April or May. The berries rigerdark blue in the early summer. These can bendegsh,
dried, made into jam or used in cooking. Flavar eary between shrubs.

Tall Oregon Grape (Mahonia aquifolium)

Tall Oregon Grape is a broad-leaf evergreen shinab ¢an grow to 3 to 15 feet tall and spreads tonfa
thicket in sunny dry habitats. It has beautifubfient yellow flowers in the early spring giving wayclusters
of dark bluish-purple berries. These berries aug,sout can be eaten fresh. They were traditionadiyed
with sweeter berries then dried. Now they are noften made into jams or jellies.

Choke Cherry (Prunus virginiana)

Choke cherry can grow as a large deciduous shrgimatl tree reaching 10 to 20 feet tall. It is offeund in
masses in open woodlands and clearings, espealalfy watercourses east of the Cascades. The fihite
ers mature into red to purple fruits that are aget but sweet when ripe. They are sometimes dasim but
often dried and used like raisins, or mashed th@ddJam, jelly, syrup and juice are also madtheffruits,
and pies by those with patience to remove the stone

Thimbleberry (Rubus parviflorus)

Thimbleberry is a thicket-forming deciduous shrelgahing 4-8 feet tall. Found in open woods andiieh
moist to dry habitats. The flowers are large andteviThe berries are bright red when ripe, and swed
flavorful. They are eaten fresh or dried. Youngatia@an be peeled and eaten fresh or cooked.

Salmonberry (Rubus spectabilis)

Salmonberry is an upright, deciduous shrub reladegspberries that can grow 10 feet tall. It sgselay rhi-
zomes, creating large, dense thickets in moistsonishady habitats. The beautiful pink flowers unatinto
juicy raspberry-like fruits that are eaten fresttooked in pies, tarts or preserves. Young shootsé spring
can also be peeled and eaten fresh or steamed.

Native RosegRosa nutkana, Rosa pisocarpa, Rosa gymnocarpa WRosdsii)

All wild roses are upright deciduous shrubs witingpor thorny stems and pale to bright pink floweFkey
will often form thickets in their preferred habitdthe fruits (hips) are high in vitamin C and thgside rind
can be eaten fresh, discarding the prickly seedseRips can also be made into tea and jelly.

Blue Elderberry (Sambucus nigra ssp. cerulea)

Elderberries are large deciduous shrubs that cam tyr 12 to 15 feet tall, preferring sunny dry hats.

The powdery blue fruits are gathered in late sumamgl are sometimes eaten fresh, but more ofted drie
cooked into jellies, pies, syrup or sauce.

Whether or not you plan on harvesting your bounty, thizsegand several others such as Pacific Crabapple, Douglas Haw-
thorn, Cascara, and Beaked Filberts will add diversity atdlif@ivalue to your restoration project, yard, or hedgerow.
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PMC’s New Sales Manager PMC’s New Board Member

Julie Whitacre is the new PMC Sales ManagerThe PMC welcomes its newest Board Member, John Baudde
She has a degree in ecology from Western Washs from Vancouver, WA where he also serves as Clamkinty
ington University and several years of experienceConservation District’s Vice-Chairperson. He haeib on their
in native plant nursery sales, horticulture andBoard for 13 years, during which time he has ledradot about
ecosystem restoration. She is looking forward taConservation in our State. His association withsepvation goes
helping you meet your plant needs. well beyond that. Until his recent retirement herked for Bon-

neville Power Administration for 22 years. Thetla4 of those he
If you have questions or would like to place anwas a Project Manager for Fish and Wildlife, whlaee was in-
order, please contact Julie at 360-757-1094 ovolved in habitat restoration on private lands, tradswvhich were
pmcsales@clearwire.net. working farm lands. He has also served on the flieah Advi-
sory Committee for the Columbia Land Trust.

John and his wife have 2 grown childrgn.
When he is not busy with all of his volyn-
teer work he enjoys salmon fishing, vepe-
table gardening (Master Gardener), hik-
ing, backpacking and travelling. We look
forward to working with John in the years
to come and are grateful that he is willlng
to bring his time and expertise to the
PMC.




